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1 Executive Summary
The aim of the engagement for the Asset Sales Program – Tranche 3 was to provide an
opportunity for ratepayers and residents to have their say on the proposed asset sales list.
The engagement included:
-

a comprehensive information package available on Your Voice Our Coast (inform)

-

an interactive map to inform the community of the locations of the proposed assets
for sale (inform)

-

an online submit a question tool, the questions (where appropriate) and Councils
response were made available for the community to view (consult)

-

an online survey (feedback form) for the community to provide feedback on the
proposal (consult)

This consultation report presents the information gathered during the engagement period,
in particular the feedback received via the survey, which was conducted from 30 April to 28
May 2021, how the community was made aware of the proposed asset sales and the
feedback Council received. Every survey response and piece of self-initiated written feedback
(including emails and letters), has been read and recorded by Council staff. The survey results
and written feedback assists in providing the community and Council with a clear
understanding of the issues and concerns that the community need addressed, level of
understanding on the purpose of the Asset Sales Program – Tranche 3 and the broader
sentiment of and impacts to our community in relation to the proposal.
The total number of responses received via the survey was 1,333. Self-initiated written
feedback sent to Council up to 28 May totalled 611 emails and letters.

Key findings from consultation
Of the responses received, some of the key points raised were: :


maintaining greenspace for environmental, amenity and recreational purposes



ensuring parking is maintained, for instance at the Umina shops and East Gosford



over development, particularly on the Peninsula



ongoing provision of community services, particularly childcare, homeless support
services and the youth refuge



loss of community facilities, such as the Norah Head Community Centre



security of tenure through private ownership of assets



potential for community-based organisations to raise capital through asset ownership

Next steps
Comments received during the community consultation process for the Asset Sales Program
– Tranche 3 will be used to inform the recommendations for the Tranche 3 Asset Sales
Program. A report detailing these recommendations as well as a copy of this consultation
report will be presented to Council.
The community will be kept up to date as the project progresses.
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2 Introduction
2.1 Background
Central Coast Council was formed in May 2016 with the amalgamation of the former Gosford
City and Wyong Shire Councils. Central Coast Council is the fourth largest Council in New South
Wales and the seventh largest in Australia by population. The Central Coast covers an area of
1,681 square kilometres and is the only Local Government Area (LGA) that is a region in its own
right. At the 2016 census, Council had an estimated population of 343,968 (ABS ERP 2019). As a
growing region close to Sydney, the Central Coast has also been identified as growth area by
the State Government, with a population projection of 354,915 by the end of 2021 and 414,615
by 2036.
On 6 October 2020, Council announced it was in a ‘serious financial situation’ and faced an
‘immediate and serious liquidity’ issue. Council advised the Office of Local Government of the
situation, undertook an immediate review of its budget and developed a 100-Day Recovery Plan
(now Business Recovery Plan).
On 30 October 2020, Minister for Local Government Shelley Hancock MP suspended the Council
and appointed an Administrator, Mr Dick Persson AM. Mr Persson was supported by Mr Rik Hart
as Acting CEO to oversee Council’s operational recovery.
On 2 December 2020, Administrator Dick Persson released a ‘30 Day Interim Report’ to the
Central Coast community, following an initial investigation into Council’s financial situation. As
part of the report, community members were assured that there was no evidence that theft or
corruption had occurred. The report did highlight, however, that there had been unlawful use of
restricted funds. The community expressed substantial outrage and concern regarding the size
of the debt ($565M) and the extent of financial mismanagement, with many residents indicating
that their trust in Council has been eroded.
On 8 February 2021, following community consultation Council resolved to apply to IPART for a
15% one-off permanent special rate increase. Council adopted the revised Long-Term Financial
Plan (General Fund) as well as the Debt Recovery and Hardship Policy for purpose of public
exhibition.
On 3 March 2021, Mr David Farmer was appointed the new CEO for Central Coast Council
commencing on 12 April and Mr Rik Hart (Acting CEO) and Mr Malcolm Ryan (interim COO)
step down.
On 13 May 2021, Rik Hart commenced as Administrator of Central Coast Council.
On 17 May 2021, the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) approved a 15
percent Special Variation (SV) rates increase for the Central Coast for three years.
Council continues to communicate to the community the number of savings measures that are
being implemented to address the financial situation, including:

•

reducing staff numbers back to pre-amalgamation numbers from over 2,500 to under 2,000
– cost savings of $30M

•

reducing materials and contracts by $20M

•

maintaining infrastructure spending at $170M

•

obtaining $150M in bank loans

•

generating additional revenue

•

selling $40-$60M in underperforming assets, which is the subject of this community
consultation report.

Council’s Business Recovery Plan required a review of Council’s property assets which could be
disposed of to assist with its financial situation. A report to Council detailed properties (Tranche
3) which are surplus to Council’s current and future needs was tabled at the 27 April Council
meeting. Council deferred the decision and requested a 3-week community consultation be
undertaken; this was later extended to 4 weeks.
Council sought community feedback on the Tranche 3 asset sales program between 30 April
and 28 May 2021, the engagement included:
-

a dedicated project webpage

-

an interactive map displaying identified properties and overview information

-

an online submission form

-

an online tool for the community to submit a question

The tranche 3 properties were grouped into four categories due to the different legislative and
disposal processes involved, these categories are:


Operational classified and appropriately zoned land



Operational classified land which requires rezoning



Land parcels where Council is seeking reclassification from community to operational land,
and requiring Council to prepare a planning proposal to rezone the land prior to sale



Land parcels where Council is seeking reclassification from community to operational prior
to sale

The information presented and feedback collected were broken into the 4 categories.
The list proposed assets can be viewed in Appendix F.

3 Engagement Approach
3.1 Purpose of Engagement
The purpose engagement was to:


Inform the community of Councils continued commitment to financial recovery.



Seek feedback on the proposed list of assets identified for inclusion in the Tranche 3 Asset
Sales Program.



Understand community sentiment about the proposal, how they use the identified
property and broader sentiment about the long-term commitment to financial recovery.



Work with stakeholders and the community to identify issues which may affect the
proposal.

3.2 Our engagement framework
Consultation has been designed in accordance with Central Coast Council’s Engagement
Framework. This framework is available to view at https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.com/CentralCoast-CouncilEngagement-Framework

3.3 How we consulted
Consultation methods
Information package

All residents and stakeholders could view the information package
presented on Your Voice Our Coast which provided all of the
information relating to the Asset Sales Program - Tranche 3.
A copy of the content can be found in Appendix A

Written feedback

All residents and stakeholders could provide written feedback via
email, the online submission form on yourvoiceourcoast.com, or via
post.
A copy of the submission form can be found in Appendix C

Submit a question

All residents and stakeholders could submit questions via the online
tool on yourvoiceourcoast.com, participants could elect to have
their questions made available on yourvoiceourcoast.com.
A copy of the tool can be found in Appendix B

Interactive map

All residents and stakeholders could view the interactive map which
detailed all of the proposed assets and provided and overview of
the land.
A copy of the map can be found in Appendix D

Promotion of activities
We carried out promotion of the consultation to ensure the community and stakeholders were
aware of the opportunity to participate.
Media Releases



27 April 2021– Administrator calls for community consultation
on proposed property sales



4 May 2021 - Next stage asset sales program now on public
exhibition

Coast Connect articles



24 May 2021 – Council clears confusion around asset sales



Copies of the media releases can be found in Appendix E



5 May 2021 – We want your feedback on our asset sales
program – sent to 11,389 subscribers achieving a 43.4% open
rate



12 May 2021 – Asset Sales Program – sent to 11,410
subscribers achieving a 42.5% open rate



19 May 2021 – Asset sales and land reclassification program –
sent to 11,410 subscribers achieving a 42.5% open rate

Your Voice – Our
Coast website

Social Pinpoint
Interactive Map

Social media



Copies of the articles can be found in Appendix F



Project page launched on 30 April 2021 under Asset Sales
Program – Tranche 3



https://www.yourvoiceourcoast.com/asp



7,648 visits during consultation period



Interactive map displaying the Trance 3 properties and
individual information packages



https://centralcoastcouncil.mysocialpinpoint.com/asp#/



17,176 visits during the consultation period



A copy of the content can be found in Appendix D



Facebook posts on 3, 11 and 25 May 2021 reaching 30,925
users, generating 214 likes comments and shares



Instagram post 25 May 2021 generating 36 engagements and
one comment

Stakeholder meetings



Copies of the posts can be found in Appendix F



17/5/2021 - Emma McBride – Staffing Changes & Asset Sales



25/5/2021 - Community Environment Network (CEN) Reps, ACF &
SOR - Tranche 3 Asset Reclassification & Sales



1/6/2021 - Mounties Group - Discuss Purchase Breakers Basketball
Stadium



2/6/2021 - Coast Shelter - Gosford Admin Building, Umina Car Park,
Rumbalara Cubby House



7/6/2021 - Wales & Associates - Proposed sale of part of 1 Austin
Butler Acc to Peninsula Plaza

Media coverage achieved
Radio

Coverage of Council’s decision to conduct community consultation
on Tranche 3 Asset Sales Program:


ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.21am – 3 May 2021
Talkback caller Joy says she has been looking closely at the
list of Central Coast Council assets likely to be sold. She says
the list has been put together in such haste that many of the
addresses are incorrect. She says Council has to act in the
best interest of the residents.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 7.30am – 3 May 2021
Central Coast Council has released an interactive map of
sites it may sell as part of the community consultation
process.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 7.30am – 3 May 2021
Residents opposed to the sale of Central Coast Council
assets met yesterday at one of the proposed sites on The
Peninsula yesterday.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.54am – 3 May 2021
David Farmer, Central Coast Council CEO says the Council’s
financial situation has prompted extraordinary actions. He
says the proposed asset sales is out for community
consultation and Council will be looking at this closely
before any action is taken. He says Council will have to
recoup the restricted funds that it spent.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am – 4 May 2021
The new CEO of Central Coast Council says parcels of land in
the latest asset selloff will be assessed on their long-term
merits.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 7.30am – 4 May 2021
The new CEO of Central Coast Council has defended the
speed of Council’s latest asset sale saying extraordinary
action is required.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.26am – 5 May 2021
Leshay Rowan (ph.sp) talks about the importance of the
Norah Head community hall to the local area. She says the
community is looking at ways to save their local hall and
stop it from being sold by Central Coast Council.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 7.00am & 8.30am – 5
May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 7.00am & 8.30am – 5 May 2021



STAR Radio News – 10.00am – 5 May 2021
Central Coast Council is calling for community comment on
rezoning options for Central Coast Stadium to allow for
greater flexibility in masterplan designs.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.12am – 6 May 2021
Gary Chestnut, Community Environment Network says a
number of parcels of land earmarked for sale by Central
Coast Council will have to be rezoned. He talks about the
planning anomalies of some of these parcels of land. He says
Council is looking to rezone Central Coast Stadium to allow
for greater development. He says it’s important that the
community comments. He says land under Council’s
deferred matters consideration is being threatened.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.23am – 6 May 2021
Talkback caller Rod says he opposes the sale of the Umina
shops’ car park by Central Coast Council. He says he believes
that the 1994 resolution to zone the car park as operational
land is null and void.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.38am – 6 May 2021
Dick Persson, interim administrator of Central Coast Council
responds to the interviews of the last half hour. He says he
made it clear that there would be asset sales in his 30-day
report. He says he has been able to slow the process
because the councillors were suspended further. He says the
sales are needed to pay down debt and there is a sense of
urgency. He refers to land adjacent to the Gosford Race Club
mentioned in Gary Chestnut’s interview.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 8.48am – 6 May 2021
Jane Hendy, Blackwall resident talks about her concerns

regarding the future of two reserves near her residence
where wildlife is released. She says the reserves have been
largely ignored by Central Coast Council which makes it
animal-friendly.


MMM Central Coast Radio News – 6.00am – 6 May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 6.00am – 6 May 2021
Community uproar is growing over the proposed sale of a
Central Coast Council car park at the Umina shops.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am; 7.30am; 8.30am
– 7 May 2021
The interim administrator of Central Coast Council has
scoffed at claims that green space that doesn’t derive
income should be removed from a list of assets earmarked
for sale.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.39am – 7 May 2021
Talkback caller Col asks why the administrator of Central
Coast Council fails to see that open space returns value to
the community through flora and fauna. He says the
administrator’s view that land which doesn’t provide a
monetary return to Council is narrow-minded and insulting.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am; 7.30am; 8.30am
– 10 May 2021
Central Coast residents are calling for more time to consider
the potential sale of Council assets.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.52am – 10 May 2021
Sue Gigi, Save Our Reserves says she wrote to the
administrator at the beginning of his tenure who indicated
to her that reserves and green spaces wouldn’t be targeted
as Central Coast Council moves to drive down debt. She says
she is fighting for community assets. She says she is
concerned that this process is being rushed. She says some
of the information on the list of assets proposed for sale is
very vague.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am; 7.30am – 11
May 2021
Central Coast Council has bowed to public pressure and
extended the community consultation period on asset sales
and reclassification lists.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 7.30am – 11 May 2021
The Central Coast’s Labor MPs says the community deserves

more time to consider the Council’s asset sales and
reclassification lists.


ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.40am – 11 May 2021
Member for The Entrance David Mehan says Central Coast
Council can do better on consulting with the community
over proposed asset sales. He suggests at least a month
extension on the community consultation period. He says
there are also a number of other draft strategies out for
public comment. He calls for the full list of assets for sale to
be published online. He says it is a concern that Council
seems to be rushing this process. He says Council has never
been properly supported by the NSW Government.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.50am – 11 May 2021
Talkback caller Joy says the neighbours of properties to be
sold by Council to be informed about the proposed sales.
She calls for ads to be published in local papers.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 7.00am; 8am;10am –
11 May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 7.00am; 8am; 10am – 11 May
2021
The administrator of Central Coast Council has agreed to
extend the public consultation period on Council asset sales.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 11.00am – 11 May
2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 11.00am – 11 May 2021
The administrator of Central Coast Council says the
proposed sale of Council assets is not a fire sale.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 6.42am – 12 May 2021
Part interview with Caroline Perryman, ABC Central Coast
reporter who says an 11,000 signature has been presented to
Central Coast Council calling for The Entrance Library to stay
open. There is concern about the future of Bateau Bay
Library which is on the list of proposed Council asset sales.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.47am – 12 May 2021
Talkback caller Kate expresses concern about the closure of
The Entrance Library and the proposed sale of Bateau Bay
Library. Scott Levi says any sale of Bateau Bay Library to the
shopping centre is contingent on library facilities being
provided.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 12.00pm – 14 May
2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 12.00pm – 14 May 2021
Member for The Entrance David Mehan says it’s important
that no rushed decisions are made regarding the sale of
Central Coast Council assets.



ABC Sydney (Saturday breakfast with Simon Marnie) – 15
May 2021
Asset sales - Reserves, carpark, community are just some of
the public properties which could be for sale on the Central
Coast as the local council continues to recover from financial
collapse.
Interview with Jackie Pearson Community Environment
Network concerned that natural spaces are marked for sale
and people were led to believe that these sales wouldn’t
have environmental impacts. Some operational land around
Warnervale Airport was taken off the list and reserves came
on. Locals aren’t happy and there are two separate rallies to
the held this weekend to protest. The possibility of sales
includes up to 30 properties - 11 reserves, bowling clubs,
halls, green buffers. Rik Hart, Administrator Central Coast
Council explains history of negotiation with creditors prior to
Christmas and need to secure the $100M loan to stabilise
Council. There are a number of measures put in place for
financial recovery but some of the strings attached to the
loan was to raise $60M from asset sales. Council is
considering how to minimise the impact to the
community. Council will be looking for an indication from
the community as to which are more valuable to the
community to decide what is to remain on the list.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am; 7.30am; 8.30am
– 17 May 2021
The fight to save assets earmarked for sale by Central Coast
Council continues to gain momentum with Gosford City
Bowling Club has joined the fight against the selloff of public
assets.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 7.16am – 17 May 2021
Part interview with Heather McColl, Gosford Women’s
Bowling Club says Central Coast Council has proposed to
rezone the Gosford Bowling Club land as operational land.
She says no one from Council has come to see what they do
at the Club. She says they play an important role in the

community. She talks about the Club’s social and charitable
work.


ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am; 7.53am;8.30am
– 19 May 2021
Greens MLC David Shoebridge says he’s distressed by plans
to quick sell off public land to recoup money that was
mismanaged by Central Coast Council.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 8.38am – 19 May 2021
Talkback caller Pat says Council, even before the
amalgamation has had a bad track record of managing
assets or finances. He says Council will sell assets and waste
the money again.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 8.42am – 20 May 2021
Rik Hart, administrator of Central Coast Council says Council
does not have choices but to sell assets because Council was
essentially insolvent. He says he wants to make it clear that
assets that require rezoning won’t be brought onto the sales
list at the early stages. He says this process takes 18 months.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am; 7.30am; 8.30am
– 21 May 2021
The administrator of Central Coast Council says there is no
alternative but to sell assets in a bid to raise $60 million and
cannot be delayed.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 6.53am; 7.30am – 21 May
2021
Part interview with Merv Lane who says the Terrigal 50 Plus
Leisure and Learning Centre has been taken off the assets
sale list according to Central Coast Council. He says it seems
to be ok.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 6.19am – 25 May 2021
Member for Gosford Liesl Tesch says precious green space
land in Gosford CBD should not be on the list of potential
Central Coast Council asset sales. She says it is quite easy to
make a submission. She says she’s noticed that some of the
sites on the sale list that were removed were in the Terrigal
electorate. She says green space will never be returned once
it’s gone. She calls for the out of town administrators to
listen to the community.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 7.30am; 8.30am – 25
May 2021

Central Coast Council has received over 800 responded from
the community on Council’s proposed asset sales.


MMM Central Coast Radio News – 6.00am; 6.30am – 25
May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 6.00am; 6.30am – 25 May 2021
Central Coast Council is calling for public feedback on a list
of its assets that are proposed for sale. Deadline is this
Friday.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 7.00am; 8.30am – 25
May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 7.00am; 8.30am – 25 May 2021
Central Coast Council is calling for public feedback on a list
of its assets that are proposed for sale. The administrator of
Central Coast Council says Council is proposing to sell only
one percent of its asset base to reduce its deficit.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 8.00am; 10am – 25
May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 8.00am; 10am – 25 May 2021
The administrator of Central Coast Council says there are
many rumours and fake news circulating about the proposed
sale of Council assets.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 6.30am – 26 May 2021
Central Coast Council says changes to the current legal
tenure of the Gosford Bowling Club are not being considered
as part of its proposed rezoning of the area.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 7.30am – 26 May 2021
Member for Gosford Liesl Tesch believes politics is at play
with the list of Central Coast Council assets touted for sale.



STAR Radio News – 11.00am – 26 May 2021
Central Coast ratepayers have until Friday to comment on
Council’s list of proposed assets to be sold.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 7.30am – 27 May 2021
The administrator of Central Coast Council has defended the
selection of sites proposed for sale by Council.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 6.00am; 7am; 10am –
27 May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 6.00am; 7am; 10am – 27 May
2021
The administrator of Central Coast Council says only about
two thirds of the assets on the list for proposed sale will
actually go on the market. Tomorrow is the last day the

community can make submissions on Central Coast Council’s
proposed sale of assets.


STAR Radio News – 5.00pm – 27 May 2021
Tomorrow is the last day the community can make
submissions on Central Coast Council’s proposed sale of
assets.



ABC Central Coast Scott Levi – 6.55am; 7.30am – 28 May
2021
Harvis Beaumont (ph.sp), Rumbalara Youth Refuge talks
about the services the refuge offers. She says Central Coast
Council is considering selling off the land the refuge sits on.
She calls on Council to ensure that services won’t be
disrupted if the land is sold. She says there is no interim plan.



ABC Central Coast Radio News – 8.30am – 28 May 2021
There have been over 1000 submissions on Central Coast
Council’s plan to sell some assets as part of Council’s
business recovery plan.



MMM Central Coast Radio News – 6.00am; 7.30am; 11am
– 28 May 2021



HIT 101.3 Radio News – 6.00am; 7.30am; 11am – 28 May
2021
Submissions on Central Coast Council’s proposed list of
assets to be sold will close at end of business today.

Newspaper – printed
and online

The Daily Telegraph Central Coast Express coverage:


5 May – Asset sale program on public exhibition until
May 28
Mistakes in a report of assets proposed for sale has forced
Central Coast Council to delay the controversial plan.



24 May - Asset sales program attracts more than 800
submissions
Revealed: How much land cash-strapped council will sell With four days left to have a say on potential asset sales, the
council has set the record straight on controversial parcels of
land that may be sold.

Central Coast Newspapers (Coast Community News, Coast
Community Chronical and Pelican Post – print articles


Pelican Post – 6 May - Peninsula assets on the block



Pelican Post – 6 May - Locals rally to save Council assets
earmarked for sale on Peninsula



Pelican Post – 6 May - Prospective Umina Beach carpark sale
raises local ire



Coast Community News – 7 May – CEN says asset sales put
cart before the horse



Coast Community News – 7 May - Forum - Sale of Mt
Penang Parklands will be devastating



Coast Community News - 12 May - Asset sales community
consultation period extended



Coast Community Chronical - 12 May – Council Property
Listed for Sale



Coast Community Chronical - 12 May - Forum - Land sale
decisions give contradictory signals



Coast Community News – 14 May - Rezoning proposal
threatens important community programs



Coast Community News – 14 May - Forum - Strange
manoeuvrings on land sales



Coast Community Chronical – 19 May - Community rally to
save our reserves



Pelican Post – 20 May - Forum - Bullion Street carpark sale
makes sense



Pelican Post – 20 May - Forum: We can never replace open
spaces



Pelican Post – 20 May - Forum: Sale of Bullion St carpark will
hurt local business



Coast Community News – 21 May - Labor MPs call for more
time on asset sales



Coast Community News – 28 May – Council clears confusion
around asset sales

Central Coast Newspapers (Coast Community News, Coast
Community Chronical and Pelican Post – online articles


Terrigal Bowling Club off the list of Council asset sales April 30 - Terrigal Bowling Club is claiming a major victory for
people power after the land on which it sits was removed from
a list of sites proposed to be reclassified.



Community groups fight to save facilities listed for sale –
5 May – Fifteen groups of operational classified land listed for
sale and located across the Coast include: six properties

located at Manning Rd, The Entrance, that are identified as
affordable housing sites and may be sold for affordable
housing projects; and two land parcels at 8 and 10 Bay Village
Rd, Bateau Bay, once a new library facility is built within the
Bateau Bay Square shopping centre.


Council putting the cart before the horse – 5 May - The
Community Environment Network (CEN) says that selling off
community land is not the best way to address Central Coast
Council’s financial woes and is encouraging residents to
provide feedback on the proposed list of asset sales before
the deadline on May 21.



Peninsula assets on the block - 6 May - Community land
across the Peninsula – including green spaces, a retirement
community and a sports oval – is set to be reclassified and
sold off.



Locals rally to save Council assets earmarked for sale on
Peninsula - 6 May - Six years ago, as young boys, they
banded together to fight to save the reserve at 83-85 Brisbane
Ave, Umina. Now, the same boys are fighting yet again to save
their playground, which is one of the parcels of land Central
Coast Council is planning to sell to help pay off its debts.



Forum - Sale of Mt Penang Parklands will be devastating 7 May - Do we really want them sold off to pay a debt? Have
your say before May 21.



Prospective Umina Beach carpark sale raises local ire – 11
May - Under Council’s list of proposed assets for sale, the
Umina Beach carpark on West St has been identified as a key
sell-off, and businesses are not happy.



Asset sales community consultation period extended May 12 - Central Coast Administrator, Dick Persson, has
decided to extend the community consultation period on the
proposed asset sales and reclassification list.



Forum - Land sale decisions give contradictory signals - 12
May - The Administrator continues to attempt to convince the
Central Coast community that pockets of green spaces in
residential areas must be sold off, but his actions seem to
contradict his statements about the financial situation being
dire.



Rezoning proposal threatens important community
programs – 14 May - An All Ability Bowls program and school
and community bowling events are just some of the activities

under threat with a proposed rezoning of Gosford City
Bowling Club, says Women’s Bowling Club president, Heather
McColl.


Forum - Strange manoeuvrings on land sales – 14 May The Administrator continues to attempt to convince the
Central Coast community that pockets of green spaces in
residential areas must be sold off, but his actions seem to
contradict his statements about the financial situation being
dire. (Joy Cooper)



Community rally to save our reserves – 19 May - The
groundswell of opposition to Central Coast Council’s sell-off
of community land will roll into The Entrance on Sunday, May
23. The Community Rally to Save Our Reserves will be at 2pm
at 10 Lakeside Pde, The Entrance, one of the properties on the
list of asset sales to help fix Council’s financial crisis.



Forum - Bullion Street carpark sale makes sense – 20 May
– The site is large and strategically placed and is absurdly
underutilized as an open car park. It has the potential to be a
landmark development for Umina.



Forum - Sale of Bullion St carpark will hurt local business
- 20 May - This idea was discussed, at length, some years ago,
and the proposal was, overwhelmingly, rejected by those with
both business and social interests.



Labor MPs call for more time on asset sales - 21 May - With
submissions on proposed Tranche 3 asset sales in the region
to close on May 28, Labor MPs on the Central Coast are calling
on Central Coast Council Administrator Rik Hart to give
people more time.



Administrator implores the community to get the facts
around asset sales - May 26 – Central Coast Council is
reminding the community to have their say on the next stage
of the asset sales program, Tranche 3, which closes for
consultation at 5pm on Friday, May 28.



Third asset sales community protest rally held - May 26 Local environment groups and scores of people turned out for
the third community protest rally held on the Coast, this time
at The Entrance on Sunday, May 23.

Grapevine – print & online articles


Battle to save community land begins now – 6 May

Central Coast Council is moving forward to sell off community
land under the guise that it needs to do so to help to solve its
financial problems. Yet the Administrator has failed to
recognise that community land cannot be sold unless it is first
rezoned to operational land. Link to online article included in
media report.


Administrator extends community consultation period on
proposed asset sales – 11 May
Central Coast Council Administrator, Mr Dick Persson AM has
decided to extend the community consultation period on the
proposed asset sales and reclassification list, although an
angry community say it's not enough time to fully understand
which properties are being sold and the full impact it will have.



Asset sales - Hands off our reserve: Residents from the
Peninsula – 17 May
Community have sent a clear message to the Central Coast
Council Administrator that Blackwall Reserve is an important
community asset and should not be sold to solve Council’s
financial crisis.



Community rally to save public assets – 21 May
People are angry at Council’s proposed sell-off of community
land, and rightly so. The groundswell of opposition and
increased anger to the proposed land sell-off of community
assets will culminate at a rally on Sunday May 23 at The
Entrance.



Gosford City Bowling Club must stay – 26 May
The Central Coast Council asset sales have targeted the
Gosford community with the Gosford City Bowling Club
(GCBC) to be zoned for commercial use.

The Weekly Source online – 4 May - Massive land set for
reclassification on the NSW Central Coast
Television



NBN Central Coast TV News – 6.00-7.00pm – 5 May 2021
The community is being reminded they have a fortnight left
to comment on Central Coast Council asset sales.



NBN Central Coast TV News – 6.00-7.00pm – 10 May 2021
There are new calls for more time to be given for the
community to comment on the proposed sale of Central
Coast Council assets.
Grab(s) of Member for Gosford Liesl Tesch;

Parliamentary Secretary for the Central Coast Adam Crouch.


NBN Central Coast TV News – 6.00-7.00pm – 26 May 2021
The administrator of Central Coast Council outlined at last
night’s Council meeting what needs to be done to achieve
financial sustainability.



7News – 9 May 2021
Central Coast is selling off public land to drive down their
debt. Interview with CEO David Farmer, Clr Greg Best, local
resident.

4 What we heard
Council sought feedback from the community between 30 April and 28 May 2021. 1,333
surveys were completed and 611 letters and emails were received during the consultation
period. These were provided as online submissions though yourvoiceourcoast.com and as direct
emails and letters.

4.1 Method 1: Submit a question
On 30 April 2021 an online tool was launched to assist the community in gathering information
on the Asset Sales Program – Tranche 3. The form required participants to provide their contact
information, detail their question and elect if they would like the questions and response to be
made publicly available. Council received 68 questions via the online tool resulting in 42
question and answers being uploaded to the yourvoiceourcoast.com project page.

4.2 Method 1: Online feedback form (survey)
On 30 April 2021 an online survey was launched to understand community sentiment on the
proposed list of properties identified for the Tranche 3 Asset Sales Program. The survey stepped
respondents through a list of the four categories applied, asked them to select which property
their feedback was in relation to, requested information on its current uses and asked for detail
on how/what impacts the sale of the property would have on them, their community or
business. Council received 1,333 responses to the survey.
A note about sampling bias: The online surveys was ‘opt-in’, which means participants
proactively sought to complete the surveys as opposed to a sample or respondents being
selected to more accurately reflect and represent the population makeup of the Central Coast
community.

4.3 Method 3: Petitions
On 26 May Council were presented with a petition signed by 104 people. The statement of
subject matter and action requestion on the petition was:
“The Carpark located at 116 Hammond Rd and 49 Hammond Rd Toukley is in the process of being
sold by Council to developers on the basis that it is underutilised by the community.
We, the undersigned, ask Council to provide evidence the carpark is underutilised, consult more
closely with the surrounding businesses and community as to the potential effects of removing this
public carpark from community use.”

On 28 May 2021 Council were presented with a petition signed by 96 people. The statement of
subject matter and action requested on the petition was:
“This Petition of residents of The Gosford Electorate calls upon Central Coast Council to stop the
proposed sell-off of the Public Reserve at 83 & 85 Brisbane Ave, Umina.”
On 28 May 2021 Council were presented with a petition signed by 875 people. The statement of
subject matter and action requested on the petition was:
“Central Coast Council has ear-marked the car park at West Street, Umina Beach to be sold off.
Sign the petition below to tell Council we need more carparks not less.”

4.4 Sample of comments from consultation
Below is a sample of comments respondents provided via survey.
Loss of greenspace
“Loss of these natural areas in our local area would be loss of habitat for many of our fauna
species and of samples of remaining vegetation species and have a negative effect on the wellbeing of community and individuals. Loss of these well-loved spaces, as proven by the past
(2015/16) reaction to proposed sell-offs, and the current concern, indicates their value to the
community.”
“The sale of community land is actually a sale of amenity land. This land has attributes and
values that make a positive contribution to people's quality of life in the Central Coast community.
This land includes, but is not limited to, facilities in the form of community buildings and urban
green space. These facilities provide community wellbeing through e.g. health support, recreation,
vegetation, wildlife corridors, visual enjoyment and places for exercise and cultural experiences.
People in the community value the characteristics and qualities that amenity land provides, and
the sale would make a negative contribution to people's quality of life as this land cannot be
replaced. A recent example of the importance of such land is when there were Covid-19
restrictions there was an increased use of open space.”
Loss of parking
“This space is heavily used by the community and helps support local business and jobs. We have
an elderly population that struggle to park and walk long distances so this land should remain in
council hands and continue as a car park.”
“The parking is being used by St Joseph’s Catholic college and this car parking is very much
essential for the parking facility for the neighbouring schools & community.”
Overdevelopment
“These small parcels of green space are so important in high density housing areas such as the
peninsula. The small gain achieved from the sale is far outweighed by the benefit to local families
by having a small relief from concrete and gives the opportunity to plant shade.”

“The community will be impacted by the loss of community and green space in favour of
development and short-term financial gains. We can never get these spaces back again and we do
not consent to the selloff of our assets.”
Loss of community services
“My community and the future of the young people who use this facility. This would particularly
impact youth homelessness and could potentially put young people at risk if taken away. Many
turn to this facility in order to escape domestic and family violence, it’s the only safe place they
know.”
“Would make me really sad that Preschool isn't been valued and what they need put first after all
these years of giving amazing care to our kids”
Loss of community access
“My grandchildren use the community hall facilities on a weekly basis as it is a safe space for the
children and a space where they can interact with other families within the community. They
would be devastated to lose such a great asset to their community. We have also held the
children's birthday parties there and the venue was perfect. Once this is gone, there will never be
a chance to replace this type of facility.”
The hall and playground provide the community with a place to interact and enjoy activities such
as playgroup where people meet especially those isolated or new to the area. I believe there has
been offers by local builders to renovate the hall with no cost to the ratepayers. The local
community should not have to suffer because the council have no money due to mismanagement
and when the locals are prepared to step up and save this hall at their expense.”

The community is concerned that the sale of these assets will result in:


a loss of greenspace for environmental, amenity and recreational purposes



a reduction in parking, for instance at the Umina shops and East Gosford



over development, particularly on the Peninsula



no ongoing provision of community services, particularly childcare, homeless support
services and the youth refuge



a loss of community facilities, such as the Norah Head Community Centre

Comprehensive graphs on the themes raised for each categorisation throughout consultation
can be found in the following sections of this report. Council’s response to these themes are
available in section 5.

Figure 1: Submissions per category selected
Participants could select multiple.
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4.5 Operational land: no reclassification, no rezoning
*Identified as light blue pins on the interactive map.*
Figure 2: Which of the following criteria are your comments in relation to?
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 3: How are you currently using this land?
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 4: How would the sale of this land impact you, your community or your business?
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Figure 5: Other comments.
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4.6 Operational land: requires rezoning
*Identified as yellow pins on the interactive map.*
Figure 6: Property selections per category
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 7: How are you currently using this land?
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 8: How would the sale of this land impact you, your community or your business?
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Figure 9: Other comments.
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4.7 Community land: reclassify to operational land and
requires rezoning
*Identified as purple pins on the interactive map.*
Figure 10: Property selections per category
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 11: How are you currently using this land?
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 12: How would the sale of this land impact you, your community or your business?
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Figure 13: Other comments.
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4.8 Community land: requires reclassification to
operational land and no rezoning required
*Identified as green pins on the interactive map.*
Figure 14: Property selections per category
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 15: How are you currently using this land?
Participants could select multiple.
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Figure 12: How would the sale of this land impact you, your community or your business?
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Figure 13: Other comments.
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5 Council’s response
Due to the large volume and variety of content contained within community feedback, not every
issue or theme was able to be included and responded to in the following table, however all
feedback has been read and will be considered in the recommendations put forward to Council.

Theme

Summary of
theme/ Example
of comment

Council’s Response

Long term
planning impacts
/ future proofing

Long term
impacts…

Council has adopted the Business Recovery Plan with the
objective of raising capital through a variety of measures,
this includes the sale of surplus or underperforming assets.

Once they are
sold there is no
getting them
back.
Other options
should be
explored before
the sale of
community
assets.

The sale of assets is a crucial part of our business recovery
plan, which was adopted by the last sitting Council, and will
allow us to deliver much needed capital to improve
Council’s financial position and provide assurance to our
lenders.
There is an urgent need for income that may override
historic strategic direction, with potential for the community
better realised by the private sector.
In some cases the decision to rezone and reclassify land is
not a consequence of Council's financial situation but to
release the sites full potential for the community better
realised by the private sector.
An assessment of assets was undertaken, taking into
account the current and future needs (e.g. community
expectation)/strategy for maintaining the property)
Council staff undertook a cost benefit analysis of Council
retaining its income producing assets (i.e. commercially
leased properties) and consolidation of Council
administrative or operative land holdings and facilities (i.e.
council admin buildings and depots) to ensure highest and
best use.

Loss of recreation
space /
recreational
impacts

We need more
recreation space
COVID showed
how important

Council manages approximately 7,000 parcels of land;
noting though, that any one park or reserve could be made
up of several individual land parcels. However, it must be

recreational
space is

stressed that Council is only considering selling 1% of its
property portfolio.

I use this space
for walking etc.

Any site currently zoned RE1 "Public Recreation" would be
required to be rezoned if the land is to be held by a private
entity. The zone would need to be determined as one which
is most appropriate for the proposed use of the site in
private ownership.
Since the adoption of the Local Government Act 1993,
Council is required to classify all “public land” as either
‘community’ or ‘operational’, which impact how the land is
used, managed, the community’s role in its use as well as
affecting ongoing maintenance costs and if it can be leased
or sold.
Classification determines the ease or difficulty with which
land may be sold, leased or licensed. Community land must
not be sold (except in the limited circumstances referred to
in section 45(4) of the Local Government Act 1993), must
not be leased or licensed for more than 21 years and may
only be leased or licensed for more than five years if public
notice of the proposed lease or licence is given. No such
restrictions apply to operational land.
Land automatically becomes ‘community’ land if it is not
otherwise classified within three months of being acquired
by Council - as such there are still some parcels of land that
have been incorrectly classified, or are now outdated and
need to be changed in order to put the land to better use.
Changing the classification of ‘operational’ land to
‘community’ land is an in-depth process that can take up to
18 months and includes formal exhibition, providing
another opportunity for the community to have their say,
followed by a public hearing with an independent facilitator.
The NSW Governor’s approval is also required when a
reclassification proposal seeks to remove public reserve
status and/or the discharge of any identified interests.

Impacts to
surrounding
properties

The sale of the
property will
adversely
impact…
I live next door
and…

In our current financial situation, it is important that our
resources are prioritised against community facilities which
are well used and deliver the most impact to the
community.

I do not want
affordable
housing near me.

The Council Affordable Housing Land (CAHL) proposal has
been drafted as a framework for identifying Council land
sites for affordable housing developments.
The CAHL Proposal is a recommended action of the Central
Coast Affordable and Alternative Housing Strategy
(CCA&AHS) specifically linked to the direct creation of
affordable housing.

Quality of life /
liveability

My quality of life
will be impacted.
Quality of life will
diminish with
restricted access
to…
The reason I
chose to move to
the Central Coast
is…
This will impact
the way I use…

Loss of
community
access

In undertaking this review of surplus land, Central Coast
Council is committed to reviewing the social, environmental
and operational purposes for which Council held this land
and what needs to be retained for the benefit of the
community.
Council currently leases land to a variety of commercial
operators, who manage sites on an ongoing basis. Under
the terms of these leases, Council has limited influence on
the commercial operation of the sites.
Council intends to provide a condition of sale that current
commercial operations should be continued by the
purchaser.

This will impact
my quality of life.

Should the site require rezoning, the zone would need to be
determined as one which is most appropriate for the
proposed use of the site in private ownership.

I/the community
will no longer
have access to…

Land across the region has come into Council ownership
through a variety of ways, the Local Government Act 1993
allows Council to sell land under certain circumstances.

I may have to pay
for…

Council only intends to reclassify and/or rezone a small
portion of its leased community land in order to enable the
site to be sold. This will allow tenants to access 3rd party
funding to improve the facilities and to the secure ongoing
tenure.
If the sale of a Car Park was to proceed, strict sale
conditions would be applied. The conditions of sale would
ensure that there is no loss of parking and that access is
maintained if necessary.
Council has no intention of charging for parking in current
free parking areas. It is however impossible to guarantee
this will continue in perpetuity because demand for parking
may need to be regulated to ensure that parking is
managed during peak tourist seasons for the whole
community.

Loss of
community
services

My child’s
childcare will be
impacted.

Feedback received during the consultation period will be
reviewed and a report based on this feedback along with
recommendations on next steps will be reported to Council.

Support services
for vulnerable
community
members will be
restricted.

Sadly some buildings have reached the end of their
functional use. Prior to discontinuing the pubic use of these
buildings, bookings were assessed to establish if they were
underutilised.

I will no longer
have access to
services.

To date, Council has met with many community groups to
understand their concerns and to work with them on
solutions to issues that have been raised.
This consultation process has already provided many
positive outcomes for Council and the community
Where possible Council will require purchasers of facilities
to demonstrate that the existing tenants are included in any
future Masterplan of the site.
The sites identified provide many opportunities for
improvements to facilities, this includes new libraries and
community groups being able to secure their tenure which
will allow them to access funding to improve the facilities.
The library at Bateau Bay will continue to be managed and
operated by Central Coast Council, even though the library
will be located within the shopping centre.
The proposal sale for 1-3 Fassifern St Ettalong Beach will
include a condition of contract that the purchaser is
required to continue to operate the existing land lease
community operation and not to change the use of the
existing business (i.e. affordable housing operation).

Environmental
impacts / climate
change

Will cause
detrimental
impacts to the
environment.
Will have impacts
on flora and
fauna.
Impacts to heat
mapping.
This will have
detrimental

Land sold with environmental constraints will continue to be
maintained and managed in accordance with the
environmental zoning and development guidelines

impacts on our
climate
Council
committed to the
Climate Change
Policy, I don’t
believe this aligns
Financial
incompetence /
accountability

What guarantees
are there?
Council need to
improve financial
management.
Council will waste
the money again.
Ratepayers
should not pay
for financial
mismanagement.

Under the Local Government Act, the CEO is the
‘accountable officer’, with responsibility for financial
management.
Once Council has resolved to sell any property, the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) is authorised to finalise the terms of
the sale in accordance with the Land Transaction Policy
adopted by Council. The properties will either require an
independent valuation or to be sold for not less than
Council previously paid for the sites. The properties will be
listed with agents and competitively marketed for the
highest market price. The terms of the sales do not need
any further Council resolution as long as they sell for more
than the independent valuation or sell for more than
Council previously paid for the sites.
The proceeds of any asset sales that were originally
purchased using restricted funds will be returned to
restricted funds.
This is addressed in the Administrator’s Progress Report
where he states "Acting CEO Rik Hart, along with our new
CFO, Natalia Cowley, and our new Chief Operating Officer,
Mr Ryan, are well advanced with the development of new
financial reporting systems which will play a major role in
ensuring this does not occur again. They will provide the
community with online access to Council's financial position
at the end of each month. This information will show how
well council is adhering to its budget and how the cash
reserves are being used.
The Administrator will be recommending that Mr Hart then
be appointed by the Minister as Financial Controller once
the new CEO takes office. A Financial Controller has powers
that override the Councillors (should they return) regarding
all financial matters."

Lack of trust

I don’t trust…
I am still
concerned
about…
Who is being
held
accountable…

Council’s Code of Conduct and Land Transaction Policy are
in place to ensure that all interests are protected
throughout this process.
Council has engaged with independent property
development experts Michael Filo and Steve Rowe to
execute the functions of the independent Property Advisory
Committee.
Their function is to provide an independent panel to review
the asset sales program prior to going to Council, review
and advise on conditional sales for commercial and
industrial sales and to review opportunities and advise
Council on a potential highest and best use analysis to
ensure Council is receiving value for the sale.
They have also ensured that adequate probity measures
around any direct sale are considered in evaluating the
terms of the sale.

Overdevelopment Overdevelopment Any development or redevelopment on any of the land
is already
parcels will require a development application (DA).
impacting…
A DA is a formal request for consent to execute proposed
The
development. This could include change of use of land,
overdevelopment subdividing land, carrying out work on a building, and
of….
landscaping amongst other things.
Overdevelopment The approval of any DA is subject to a range of criteria
has a detrimental including noise pollution.
impact on…
Analysis has determined that some Council sites are
currently underutilised and that the zoning of the land
allows for a higher and better use of the land. In some cases
the land could be developed for a commercial use
incorporating parking.
All developments are required to be approved pursuant to
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and
associated legislation.
Impacts to
amenity

The impacts to
amenity for…

Any development or redevelopment on any of the land
parcels will require a development application (DA).

This would
impact the
amenity of…

A DA is a formal request for consent to execute proposed
development. This could include change of use of land,
subdividing land, carrying out work on a building, and
landscaping amongst other things.

The approval of any DA is subject to a range of criteria
including amenity.
All developments are required to be approved pursuant to
the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and
associated legislation.
Economic
impacts

This would have
positive
economic
impacts to my
business

Any sale would be conditional on ensuring that the existing
public car parking was “retained” and that interim measures
were put in place to ensure that the area did not lose spaces
during a development phase. Temporary parking at an
alternate location would be required for the duration of any
disturbance to the carpark.

This would be
detrimental to my
business
This would
impact my ability
to operate…
This would
impact my
income stream…
This would have
positive
economic results
for…
Loss of parking

Parking is already
restricted.
How would
parking
provisions be
maintained?
I am concerned
about loss of
parking.

An assessment of parking within town centres was carried
out as part of the now adopted Central Coast Parking
Strategy – this has been taken into consideration when
identifying potential properties for inclusion in the asset
sales program.
Any redevelopment will require the owner to demonstrate
that suitable parking and traffic management considerations
have been put in place. This is will be considered by Council
when any development application is submitted.

Parking is already
a concern.
State
Government
support

The State
Government
should…

Council's former Administrator, Mr Dick Person released a
30-Day Interim Report on 2 December 2020, a 3 Month
Progress Report on 3 February 2021 and on 15 April his final
report was released.

State
Government have
a role to play.
Support from the
State
Government
should…
Amalgamation

De-amalgamate
The
amalgamation is
responsible for…
The
amalgamation
should never
have…

Governance

On 26 April 2021 the NSW Government announced a public
enquiry into Central Coast Council's financial situation.
All of this information is available on Council's Financial
Recovery Plan page on our website.

Council's former Administrator, Mr Dick Person released a
30-Day Interim Report on 2 December 2020, a 3 Month
Progress Report on 3 February 2021 and on 15 April his final
report was released.
On 26 April 2021 the NSW Government announced a public
enquiry into Central Coast Council's financial situation.
All of this information is available on Council's Financial
Recovery Plan page on our website.

The process is
flawed.

Any land sale price will be determined by an independent
valuer.

Who is
overseeing this
process?

Current valuations specific to each parcel of land are
commercial in confidence, however the Tranche 3 properties
have been identified as they are likely to attract interest and
a positive financial return for Council.

The sales should
be open market
so that the best
results are
achieved.
Engagement with
key stakeholders
has not occurred.

Properties are either being sold through a competitive sales
and marketing campaign to ensure the best sale price or in
the case of direct sales with a proposed buyer, properties
are sold for no less than the market value, which will be
determined by an independent valuer.
The sale will be negotiated by an independent real estate
agent acting on Council's behalf.

I would like this
process paused
until key
stakeholder
engagement is
undertaken.

No valuations will be provided to the community prior to
the sale as this is commercial in confidence information.

Sell it to…

Landowners are not required to notify neighbours of their
intention to sell, however Council is undertaking community
consultation - which makes its intention to sell properties
available to everybody, including neighbouring property
owners.

I would like a
condition put
on…

While Council will not publicise the sale price achieved on
any one sale, this information is freely available to the
public, similar to any other land sale.

I would like to
express interest
in purchasing s
property listed.
Loss of
greenspace

Once its gone,
you can’t get it
back.
Greenspace is
important to the
quality of life.

The evaluation process has included the review of proposed
sites against Council resolutions and historical records;
ensuring that Council retains ownership of land that is
needed for its current and future service delivery, that any
sale would not contravene legislative requirements,
consultation with internal and external stakeholders affected
by the disposal of these assets.

It is the reason I
live on the Coast.

Some lots have been identified for sale as the lot is
unusable and/or in isolation.

6 Next steps
Council will use the feedback received to identify priorities and inform the recommendations
put forward to Council. The community will be kept updated as this program progresses.
In the first instance, further report(s) will be brought back to a Council meeting to review the
Asset Sales Program – Tranche 3 consultation comments and feedback.
At this meeting the Administrator may make a determination on the Asset Sales Program –
Tranche 3 properties previously brought to meeting on 27 April 2021 where the matter was
deferred.
Assets approved for sale may be prepared and brought to market in accordance with the
relevant Council guidelines. Any disposal of Councils assets is governed by Councils Land
Transaction Policy (Policy No: CCC 057 - October 2020).
For assets approved for rezoning and/or reclassification (prior to sale); reclassification and
rezoning reports will be prepared and lodged. This is an in-depth process that can take up to
18 months and includes further chances for the community to have their say via a formal
exhibition, followed by a public hearing with an independent facilitator. Only when formal
rezoning and/or reclassification has taken place can these assets be brought to market in
accordance with the Council guidelines.
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